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ABSTRACT: Since January 2015, 7 people affiliated with The University of Oregon were diagnosed with 

serogroup B meningococcal disease. One case was fatal. Together, The University of Oregon, Lane 

County Health and Human Services and Oregon Public Health Division developed a mass  vaccination 

campaign to battle the ongoing outbreak. With a newly approved vaccine and limited supply, 

epidemiologists and health communicators rose to the challenge to understand the outbreak, 

communicate the health risk to the University of Oregon population, and offer vaccine to all 

undergraduate students. 

 

OBJECTIVE(S): Public health staff will be able to describe how to prepare for and respond to a 

meningococcal disease outbreak on a college campus.  

Health communicators will be able to identify best practices for risk and health communication and 

design messages for an undergraduate audience.  

Public health staff will be able to explain and demonstrate the importance of epidemiology and 

communication staff working together to coordinate public health interventions during outbreaks.  
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